Solidarity Statement in Support of Wet’suwet’en Jurisdiction and Governance

By Ryerson University Documentary Media Graduate Students and Faculty

February 17,2020
Dear Friends,

We are writing to express our solidarity with the Hereditary Chiefs representing the clans of the
Wet’suwet’en Nation who are taking action to defend their rightful territories. We oppose the
ongoing escalation of extraction capitalism, environmental devastation and the RCMP’s
invasive, violent actions on behalf of the government. We strongly condemn any action
interfering with their right to defend their unceded lands, as well as your province’s court ruling
in the extension of Coastal Gaslink’s interim injunction. We recognize such interference as both
a violation of their human rights and in blatant disregard of Delgamuukw-Gisday’wa v. Queen.

The clans of the Wet’suwet’en Nation are stewards of this land and continue to exercise greater
knowledge and judgement concerning the preservation of its water, resources and importance for
future generations. We support the Wet'suwet’en people’s commitment to prioritizing the
sustainable well being of their people and their land over the short term gain of exploitative
industry.

As documentary media artists, we acknowledge the complicit role our craft and the media has
played in inflicting colonial violence. We recognize recent events as a legitimate and justified
assertion of Wet’suwet’en people’s autonomy and sovereignty and demand the government do so
as well.

Sincerely,

Kyra Church - Documentary Media MFA Student

Bonnie Whitehall - Documentary Media MFA Student
Katherine Green - Documentary Media MFA Student
Marzieh Mohammadmiri - Documentary Media MFA Student
Roya Biazar - Documentary Media MFA Student

Michelle Melles - Documentary Media MFA Student

Lara Harb - Documentary Media MFA Student

Lisa East - Documentary Media MFA Student



Rachel Anne Bordignon - Documentary Media MFA Student
Peter Totten - Documentary Media MFA Student

Brett Story - Assistant Professor, School of Image Arts
Gerda Cammaer - Associate Professor, School of Image Arts
Derek Jenkins - Documentary Media MFA Student

Skye Sommerhalder - Documentary Media MFA Student
Daniel Clarkson Fisher - Instructor, School of Image Arts
Blake Fitzpatrick - Professor, School of Image Arts

Jason O’Hara - Instructor, School of Image Arts

Taras Hemon - Documentary Media MFA Student

Neal Rockwell - Documentary Media MFA Student

Tenzing Gyanatsang - Documentary Media MFA Student
Sara Angelucci - Adjunct Professor, School of Image Arts
Michéle Pearson Clarke - Instructor, School of Image Arts

Also sent to:

Minister David Eby
Attorney General of British Columbia
AG.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Minister Scott Fraser
Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation
IRR.Minister@gov.bc.ca

Minister Bruce Ralston
Energy, Mines & Petroleum Resources
EMPR .Minister@gov.bc.ca

Minister George Heyman
Environment & Climate Change Strategy
ENV .Minister@gov.bc.ca



